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STITCHING UP MEMORIES

PROFILE: Yonngsfown
WOIII Hitris passion
fitto area business.

BY MICHAEL PITHIN
P gnneaspaper com

What started as a hobby is
slowly growing into a lucrative
business for a Youngstown
woman. Pam O'Brien runs and
operates “Memories, One Stitch
at a Time,”

It weasn't all that long ago that
O'Brien began delving into the
creation of what she ealls "pho-
o Lapestries.”

To create a photo tapestry,
YBrien re-interprets a photo-
graph, and stitches it imto 2 one of
a kined, personalized work of art.

(VBricn scans an image, and
uses photo editing software o
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comvert it to cross stitches.
(FBrien then picks owt the col-
ors, and matches them to her
collection of over 700 threads.
Fimally, ('Brien sends her pieces
to be professionally matted and
framed, Each piece generally
takes four to six weeks to reach
completion, and can have uptoa
million gitches. The process is
rather time consuming, but
yields quite an impressive result.

“It’s almost like an optical illu-

THE LEWISTON
HARVEST FESTIVAL,
AND CRAFT SHOW

W WHAT: Over 70 ansts, lve
enlertanment, food vendors
and a peling 200

B 'WHEN: 10 am. oS pm on
Saturday and Sunday

B 'WHERE: Alang Canfor
Sanset in Lewision

B ADMISSION: Freo

sion. People say *Oh, what a great
photograph!” only o realize
shortly after that it's actually
stitched,” O'Brien sald. *The first
attempt was very crude, vet [ gos
hooked right away. It was some-
thing that | understood, and real-
ized that 1 had an itch for it.

SEE STITCH OM PAGE 44

JAMES MEESSSTAFF PHOTOGAAPHER
CREATIVE: Fam O'Brien, owner of “Memones, One Stitch at a
Time,” holds a photo-lapestry of her mother taken in the 19203
UI=ing computer imaging software and porting it to an
ambroidery maching, she was able (o creale a 25-color
rapreduction in 275,000 stitches, O'Brien will be showing her
woek at this weekend's Harvest Festal in Lewiston

“Very few people have the
paticnce, but Tam so dedicated.”

So far, tnmrms % going very
wall,

“I'm rwﬂ getting my feet wet
in the business sspect. | hove
been doing. it for five years for
friends and fmily and they
encouraged me to pursaie itasa
usiness,” she sald, adding. “In
warnest for what I'm doing right

hyw — B has been practice to
perfection In spring of this year,
everything was in place and 1
Telt like 1 could finally start sell-
ifg my picces. 1 have my craft
perfected. | feel lke [ could take
any photograph, and interpret it
adcurately”

HSamples of O'Brien’s "Home
Decorator” serics are available
for purchase at the Canterbury
Place in Lewiston and can fun

here between $30 and 5275,

= will alsa hove work featured

in this year’s Lewiston Harvest
JFestival, and Craft Show,

“For the show, 've developed
tah exclusive, limited edition
| Christmas omament series. The
tormaments  will each have
|between 30000, and 100,000
| stitches, and will feature variows
\yuletide images. They will be
{slgned, and can be personalized
yas gifis,” she said.

that T'm hav-

" ‘I‘mmyr
up of busi-
lnu-, e om 1 1o
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JAMIES MEISS/STAFF PHETOGRAMER
WRT: Aril=t Pam O'Brien, owner of “Memones, One Stitch af a
Tirne," shows off a photo-tapestry of a stained giass sailboal
{hat's macde of 87 thread colors and 550,000 stiches. O'Brien
will e showing her work al his weerend's Harves! Festival in
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that it n personal operation”™

('Brien docs, however, intend
on expanding in time,

“1 plan on increasing the
equipment that T have, and I'm
currently developing a Web site
as well. 1 hope to expand beyond
Lewiston; into the Buffalo area,
a5 well as Conpecticut and Sara-
sota Springs where | have fami-
Iy" she sabd.

Regardless of where the
future takes O'Brien, she is per-
fectly content with crearing
“Mamories, One Stitch at a
Tirne" — for now,



